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Communications from Citizens: 
Com. from Joseph deMello, 71 Main St., Suite 2100, Taunton expressing gratitude to 
Michael Arruda, Superintendent of the Water Department and his entire staff, especially 
the repair crew. Mayor O'Connell stated that she is proud of the water department staff. 
She stated that she called Michael Arruda to thank him for their professionalism and the 
care they took with this particular situation. He also mentioned that Randy Moniz and 
Kenny Aveiro were involved in this situation. Motion was made to refer to the 
Department of Public Works and place in their personal files. So Voted. 

Com. from Joshua Freeman, 15 Michael Rd., Raynham, MA suggesting the City restore 
the Taunton Public Library to its original appearance. He also inquired about putting up 
the space force flag at the Church Green. Motion was made to refer to the Committee 
on Public Property. On discussion, Councilor McCaul stated that he would like to take 
the opportunity to thank Bill Egan and Dennis Proulx for the placement of the space force 
flag at the Church Green. Motion was made to approve. So Voted. 

Petitions: 
Petition submitted by Wilfrido and Marta Decastro, 32 Plain St., Taunton for a new 
Second Hand Article License for The Finds Exchange to sell new and used items online 
from 32 Plain St., Taunton. Motion was made to refer to the Committee on Police and 
License. So Voted. 

Joint Petition submitted by Verizon New England, Inc. and Taunton Municipal Lighting 
Plant to relocate multiple jointly owned poles, 69, 70, 73, 74 and to place a new push 
brace at pole 75 starting at 257 Scadding Street, Taunton. Motion was made to refer to the 
City Clerk to schedule a public hearing. So Voted. 

Petition submitted by Denise Asack, RDA Property Holding, 96 Sachem Rock Ave., East 
Bridgewater, MA for a modification of an existing application for a Special Permit for a 
group home to a mixed use building consisting of 36 residential units and 1,938 sq. ft. of 
commercial space with a 9 unit density bonus and a waiver of parking from 42 spaces to 
11 spaces at 74 Weir Street located in the Central Business District. Motion was made to 
refer to the City Clerk and to update the advertising. So voted. 

Committee Reports: 
Motion was made for Committee reports to be read by title and approved. So 
Voted. Recommendations adopted to reflect the votes as recorded in committee 
reports. So Voted. 

Unfinished Business: 
Councilor Sanders spoke to ask that the Chair of the Committee of Military and Veterans 
Affairs schedule the item of Taunton having its own Purple Heart Day. He stated that it 
was originally brought to his attention by State Representative Carol Doherty and 
subsequently referred to a second time to Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs by 
Councilor Dooner's motion. He stated that with it coming up in August 2023 he would 
like to see Taunton have its own recognition of Purple Heart Day and he would like to see 
that come up in an upcoming agenda. Councilor Dooner informed everyone that they 
have already gone through the process and it has been approved. She has already spoken 
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with Ally Rodriguez, the new Director of the Veterans Department. She will be helping to 
get a special day planned to recognize it and it will be happening this year. 

Councilor Borges stated that the Committee on Solid Waste will be meeting after the 
meeting of the Municipal Council meeting is over. 

Orders, Ordinances and Resolutions: 

Order (or a second reading to be ordained on a roll call vote 

Ordered That, 
Special Revenue Account: The proceeds derived from the payment of Rollback 
Taxes or Conveyance Taxes that result from the sale or conversion of M.G.L. 
Chapter 61 and 61A & Bland located in the City of Taunton and the accumulated 
interest shall be segregated in a Special Revenue Account to be used at the 
discretion of the Mayor in consultation with the Sustainability Committee for 
projects and initiatives. Said account shall not exceed $250,000. Said projects 
shall be as follows: 

1. Revitalizing or acquiring open, green, or recreational space within the City; 
2. Purchasing conservation or recreational use easements on privately-held land; 
3. Partnering with area land trusts on projects that benefit the City; 
4. Cleaning up and repurposing blighted or underutilized City properties for 

open, green, or recreational space; 
5. Constructing or repairing stormwater or rainwater management or collection 

systems utilizing nature-based solutions; 
6. Contracting with consultants to assist the Sustainability Committee with its 

analysis, planning, grant-writing, and project management; and 
7. Assisting with the administrative costs of the Sustainability Committee. 
On a roll call vote, nine (9) Councilors were present, nine (9) Councilors 
voted in favor. 

Ordinance (or a third reading to be ordained on a roll call vote 

AN ORDINANCE 

Chapter 96 
Procurement Department 

Be it ordained by the Municipal Council of the City of Taunton and by authority of 
the same as follows: 

That Chapter 96 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Taunton, as amended, 
be and hereby is further amended by changing the title "Chief Procurement Officer" to 
"Director of Procurement" as set forth below: 

96-92 Established; composition. 
There is hereby established a Procurement Department, to consist of a Director of 
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Procurement and such assistants as the Mayor may determine. 

96-93 Appointment and qualifications of Director of Procurement. 
The head of the Procurement Department shall be the Director of Procurement, who shall 
be appointed by the Mayor, with the approval of the Council, and shall qualify by oath 
before entrance upon the duties of this office for a term of three (3) years. The Director 
of Procurement is a management and policy level position as defined by M.G.L Ch. 150E 
and is therefore not eligible for membership in a bargaining unit. The Director of 
Procurement shall be a person qualified by education, training and/or experience. 

The Director of Procurement shall be the chief procurement officer as defined m 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30B. 

96-94 Assistants to Director of Procurement. 
The Director of Procurement shall have such assistants as the Mayor may determine. The 
assistants shall be appointed by the Director of Procurement subject to the Mayors 
approval and shall perform such duties as the Director of Procurement shall require. 

96-95 Bond of Director of Procurement. 
Before entrance upon the duties of his/her office, the Director of Procurement shall 
furnish a surety bond for the faithful performance of his/her duties in the amount of 
$10,000, with the surety thereon to be approved by the City Solicitor. 

96-96 Powers and duties of Director of Procurement. 
The Director of Procurement shall: 

A. Be responsible for the procurement and disposal of all supplies, materials, 
equipment and property for all departments and offices of the City, and including 
contracts for the construction, reconstruction or alteration of City buildings and 
property, and any services or purchases incidental thereto, and all laws covered 
under the Uniform Procurement Act, MGL c. 30, § 39M, MGL c. 30B, and MGL c. 
149, §§ 44A through 44J. 

B. Have authority to order or make inventories of the supplies, materials, equipment 
and furnishings of any and all departments. No department possessing excess or 
surplus personal property of any kind or description shall sell, exchange, transfer or 
dispose thereof without first certifying such personal property as surplus to the 
Director of Procurement ; and, thereupon, the Director of Procurement shall 
circularize all departments and agencies as to their need for such surplus personal 
property; and if such need is determined, the Director of Procurement may order 
transfer of such property from one department or agency to another, and inventory 
adjustments between the departments shall be made accordingly. Surplus property 
shall be disposed of by the Director of Procurement. In the event surplus property is 
to be disposed of and has a value equal to or in excess of $20,000.00, the Director of 
Procurement shall obtain approval by the Mayor and the Council for prior approval 
before disposing of said surplus property. If the property to be disposed of has a 
value of less than $20,000.00 then the Director of Procurement may dispose of it 
without prior approval and must submit a report to the Mayor and the Council of the 
disposed property. 
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96-97 Annual report. The Director of Procurement shall submit before December 1 of 
each year a full and comprehensive report on the work of the agent's office to the 
Mayor for the previous fiscal year. 

96-98 Departmental estimates. All departments of the city shall file with the 
purchasing department detailed estimates of their requirements for supplies, equipment, 
and services in such manner, at such times and for such future periods as the agent shall 
prescribe. This shall not prevent any department from filing with the purchasing 
department at any time a requisition for any supplies, equipment, or services the need 
of which was not foreseen when the detailed estimates were filed. 

96-99 Requisitions. 
Except as otherwise provided by Ordinance, requisitions for the purchase of supplies, 
equipment, or services for any department shall be received by the purchasing 
department prior to the issuance of a purchase order or contract for such supplies, 
equipment, or services and shall be signed by the head of the using department, or an 
authorized agent. The Director of Procurement shall examine each requisition and shall 
have the authority, after consultation with the department head, to revise it as to 
quantity, quality or estimated costs, but revision as to quality shall be in accordance 
with the standards and specifications provided. The agent shall promptly notify in 
writing the requisitioning department head of any such revision. 

96-100 Emergency purchases. 
Whenever the time required to comply with a requirement of M.G.L.A. c. 30B and this 
Code would endanger the health or safety of the people or their property the Director of 
Procurement may make an emergency procurement without following the requirement 
under the statute and Code and in accordance with the City Ordinance. An emergency 
procurement shall be limited to only supplies or services necessary to meet the 
emergency and shall conform to the requirements of law and ordinance to the extent 
practicable under the circumstances. The Director of Procurement shall make a record 
of each emergency as soon after the procurement as practicable, specifying each 
contractor's name, the amount and the type of each contract, a listing of the supply or 
service provided under each contract, and the basis for determining the need for an 
emergency procurement. 

The Director of Procurement shall submit a copy of this record at the earliest possible 
time to the state secretary for placement in any publication established by the state 
secretary for the advertisement of procurements. 

96-101 Exercise of authority to conform with all legal requirements. 
Nothing in this Code shall be construed to authorize the Director of Procurement to 
take any action in connection with any purchase or contract in conflict with the general 
laws of the commonwealth or federal statutes; nor shall anything herein contained 
authorize the Director of Procurement to take any action in connection with any 
purchase or contract in conflict with the provisions of M.G.L.A. c. 43; nor shall 
anything herein contained authorize or empower the Director of Procurement to have 
any jurisdiction or control over the acquisition, contracts for purchase or sale, transfer 
or disposition of real property acquired by or owned by the city. 
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All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. This 
Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
On a roll call vote, nine (9) Councilors were present, nine (9) Councilors voted in 
favor. 

New Business: 
Councilor Pottier spoke about the great presentation the Finance Team gave in the 
Committee on Finance and Salaries on IT enhancements that the City has done. He would 
like to refer to the City Solicitor's Office on the appropriateness of speaking to the same 
team on their cyber security efforts in executive session. Matthew Costa, the City 
Solicitor, stated that if there is going to be a discussion about the specific measures of 
cyber security, this would be a basis to have the discussion in executive session. Motion 
was made to refer to the Committee on Finance and Salaries to schedule a 
discussion in executive session. So Voted. 

Councilor Coute spoke about the recent school shooting in our country. Motion was 
made to refer to the Committee on Public Property to meet with the Police Chief to 
discuss the budget for schools to make sure there is enough funding for the best 
security and the best protocols in executive session. So Voted. 

Councilor Sanders stated that it is the last Tuesday of the month of March. He stated that 
March is National Social Work Month. He read a statement produced by the National 
Association of Social Workers. Mayor O'Connell thanked Councilor Sanders for 
bringing this to everyone's attention. She expressed gratitude for the difference social 
workers make in our community. 

Councilor Quintal spoke about the sign that was made for the TA VV A. He has one more 
meeting with the TA VV A along with Karen Pemberton. He stated that the sign has been 
made and is at the DPW. He stated that the DPW Commissioner and the Assistant DPW 
Commissioner are ready to place the sign. The TA VV A would like to see it on Route 44 
near the 99 Restaurant. Motion was made to refer to the Committee on Military and 
Veterans Affairs for a meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2023. On discussion, Councilor 
Borges suggested moving the meeting to the following week so that Ally Rodriguez can 
be included. Motion was made to approve. So Voted. 

Motion was made to adjourn. So Voted. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 P.M. 

A true copy: 

JLL/MAF 
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The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 027,1ro in lie 
~ ":.'/!' . , ..... '•' 

Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. ~ =·· w 
__, z 

Present were Councilor Phillip Duarte, Chairman and Councilors Pottier and Mccarn. A.Go 
present were CFO Patrick Dello Russo, Treasurer/Collector Christine Clyme1' Atfclltor ifin 
Fortes, Director of Information Technology Paul Arikian, Chairman- Board it Assesso~ 
Richard Conti, and Budget Director Gill Enos. - 0 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 PM. 

1. Meet to review the weekly vouchers and payroll for City departments. 

MOTION: Approve the payroll warrant in the amount of $1,429,459.89. So voted. 

MOTION: Approve the accounts payable warrant in the amount o/$5,328,654.36. So voted. 

2. Meet with the Finance Department for an update on software and cyber security 
improvements and efficiencies. 

Mr. Dello Russo and the finance team gave a presentation on software and technology 
improvements. Ms. Clymens highlighted the improvements to the payroll system which is being 
explored. The intention is to streamline the process, eliminate paper code sheets, and eliminate 
the manual tracking of time off. Currently, Police and Fire are live on MUNIS. Mr. Fortes 
indicated that the City is currently looking for a vendor for new software for the :financials 
package. He stated that they are looking to digitize payments and invoices. Further, he indicated 
that the goal is to streamline the AP process and digitize documentation to eliminate paper. Mr. 
Arikian indicated that all departments now have access to Permit Eyes and that inspectors and 
staff can view permits from the field. Mr. Conti talked about the efficiencies in the Assessor's 
Office that have been gained with Permit Eyes. Now, they know before leaving the office what 
they are looking for when on site. They have the plans and specs in advance. Mr. Arikian 
stressed the improved communication with contractors. He also spoke about the IT 
Department's upgrade to the infrastructure or core. This has improved redundancy. They 
replicate the data every hour and back it up every day. Ms. Clymens stated that they are 
exploring additional payment processing options hoping to accept tax payments with Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, Pay Pal, and Venmo. They also hope to be able to take payments over the phone as 
well as credit card payments at the office window. Mr. Conti spoke about Nearmap which flies 
over the City twice a year to create maps. This provides detailed images that can be used by 



various departments. Two years ago they experienced 6,700 visits on Nearrnap. In 2022, the 
assessors re-measured 400 parking lots, adding $160,000 to the levy and capturing more than in 
the past. Mr. Della Russo stressed that the team continues to look for areas to improve. 

Councilor Pottier asked about cyber issues in the City and suggested that perhaps an executive 
session on the topic might be appropriate. He asked if payment processing would be through 
City Hall Systems and Ms. Clymens indicated that they have been looking at a different vendor 
but learned recently that City Hall Systems could potentially add these capabilities. 
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Councilor Duarte asked about how permitting was done before Permit Eyes and Mr. Arikian 
indicated that it used to be primarily paper driven where everything was manually entered and 
everything was in person. Now, most of the data entry falls on the applicant. He also stressed 
how more people can access the information more readily. Mr. Duarte asked how other City 
departments utilize Nearrnap and Mr. Conti talked about how Conservation can see a river, for 
example, over time to see if any of the river has been filled in. He gave some other examples of 
uses for the fire and police departments. Mr. Duarte asked how these upgrades might address the 
concerns that were brought up recently around reporting purchase orders and Mr. Fortes 
indicated that the reporting they have been looking at with different software packages blows 
Softright out of the water. 

Councilor Postell stressed the importance of including other departments who accept payments. 
In particular, he mentioned the City Clerk's office where they are using a cash register. 

Councilor Borges stated her hope that procurement documents could be attached like documents 
are attached in Permit Eyes. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:03 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARI 2 8 2023 

/fut~~-~ 
IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

Maggie E. Clarke 
Clerk of Council Committees 

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

~jf~ 
Committee on Finance and Salaries 
March 28, 2023 
Page2 of2 
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The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, ~ 0~80 Wthe ~~: fS 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. I ':-:> ;~ 

0 
Present were Councilor Jeffrey Postell, Chairman and Councilors Sanders and Borges. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM. 

1. Meet to discuss the request to conduct a Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 29 at 
1:15pm. 

MOTION: Refer to the Police Chief Fire Chief and Safety Officer and approve. So voted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM. 

CITY OF TAUNTON Respectfully submitted, 

MAR 2 8 2023 ~C--~~ 
IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL Maggie E. Clarke 

Clerk of Council Committees 

RE ORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 
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The Committee on Public Property 

City of Taunton 
Municipal Council 
March 28, 2023 
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The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 0Zi78Ctin theU ~;:;~ 
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Present were Councilor Christopher Coute, Chairman, and Councilors McCaul, Dooner, Qnfutal, 
and Borges. Also present were Peter Buffington of Taunton Girls Softball, Tyler Doehler of 
Taunton West Little League, and John Texeira and Kerri Theriault of Taunton Pop Warner. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 PM. 

1. Meet for a discussion with local youth organizations for the potential reuse of the 
Taunton Nursing Home. 

Councilor Coute indicated that the reuse of the Taunton Nursing Home has been on the table for 
some time. He stated that Taunton Girls Softball and Taunton West Little League abut the 
property of the Old Nursing Home. Taunton Pop Warner does not have a home field. 

Peter Buffington, the President of Taunton Girls Softball, indicated that the league needs more 
fields, more space, and more parking. 

Tyler Doehler, the president of Taunton West Little League that is a direct abutter to the 
property, indicated that the league's space is very limited. They have roughly 400 kids and the 
numbers are growing. They could use extra fields. The parking situation goes all the way to 
Norton Ave. and the driveway can't be expanded due to wetlands. 

John Texeira of Taunton Pop Warner stressed that Pop Warner technically has no home field. 
Currently they play at Coyle field at Hopewell Park which they rent. They also rent a 20x20 
storage space which is jammed full. He indicated that the league is all run by volunteers. Kerri 
Theriault reported that they pay $3000 for the storage unit and $1000 per game day for the fields. 

Councilor Borges expressed her support for this idea and thought this would be a great 
expansion. She indicated her thought that the Taunton Nursing Home should be razed and that 
this would be a great place for the community to come together. She mentioned keeping the 
community garden and looking for other recreation opportunities such as pickle ball. 

Councilor Dooner stated that Taunton is a growing community and athletics have been a staple 
in the community. She expressed her support. 



Councilor McCaul suggested that there could be other locations to be considered for such a 
complex such as the Bowl property in East Taunton that is not currently being used. He stated 
that he believes the City needs more housing for the elderly and veterans. He would like to see 
what else could be done with the property. 

Councilor Quintal agreed with Councilor McCaul that there is a shortage of housing but stated 
that he does not believe this is the place for that. He doesn't want this to turn into another 
Leonard School to be abandoned for years. 

Councilor Coute agreed with Couniclor Quintal and stated that he does not believe this is the 
appropriate place for housing but, rather, this is the place for sports and recreation. 

Councilor Borges stated that the Taunton Nursing Home is the center of gravity to bring the 
community together. The City will never have the opportunity again to expand the fields and 
parking. 

Mr. Buffington stressed the buzz that is around the fields during the season. He suggested this 
would be a boost to the City and impacts over 700 families. 

Mr. Texeira indicated that he has five teams and they are maxed out. 

Mr. Daehler stated that they have to increase their roster sizes because of space available since 
they don't want to say no to a kid who wants to play. 

Councilor McCaul stated that the City is paying money to have a study done on the property. 

Councilor Dooner suggested that using this space to expand could allow the City to get ahead of 
the game and make room for more participation. 

Councilor Quintal stated that the building is decrepit and that this idea should move forward. He 
does not believe this is the place for housing. He does not want to see an abandoned building 
there for years. 

Councilor Borges reiterated that this opportunity will never be there again. 

Councilor Sanders indicated that he likes the direction of this conversation and stated that the 
City needs more recreational land. He suggested that if the City owns this land, it should be 
organized in a way that is flexible so that it can be used by many residents and could include 
baseball, softball, football, soccer, the community garden, maybe a BMX track, expanded 
playground opportunities, a walking track. Mr. Sanders agreed that there is lots of opportunity 
there. He also suggested that if the City is going to be investing in this project, money for 
maintenance needs to be included. It is important that the City do what is necessary to make sure 
the resources are in place to keep it looking nice. 

Councilor Pottier suggested that this could be another transformative development that would 
leave a lasting mark. 

Committee on Public Property 
March 28, 2023 
Page2 of3 
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Councilor Postell stated that this could have a positive impact on young folks and could provide 
an avenue from the alternatives. Mr. Buffington stated that his league provides fee waivers to 
100% of those who apply. 10% of girls receive waivers. Mr. Postell suggested there may be 
opportunities for grant funding and other partnerships. He also mentioned how sports are not 
just about athleticism, there is also mentoring and the providing of positive role models. 

Councilor Duarte expressed his support for this initiative to increase recreational space. He 
indicated that part of the ongoing study will include input from the public and encouraged 
everyone to get involved in that process. There will be a public input session as well as an online 
survey. 

MOTION: Meet with the Park and Recreation Director and CFO to talk about their vision and 
preliminary financing. So voted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 PM. 

CITY OF TAUNTON 
Respectfully submitted, 

MAR.2 8 2023 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
?~P~ 

Maggie E. Clarke 
Clerk of Council Committees 

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 
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